Sent on the 8th of May
By Martín Silva
Report for the NCSG of the GNSO COUNCIL MEETING
20 April 2017 (Agenda notes)


Please note that all documents referenced in the agenda have been gathered on a Wiki page for convenience and easier access: https://community.icann.org/x/vsbRAw

Item 1. Administrative Matters
A few of absences and proxys: 	
-Councilor Susan Kawaguchi has Phil Corwin's proxy to vote on all matters coming before Council
-Marilia Maciel has Edward Morris
- Valerie Tan gives her proxy to Donna Austin for the 20 April GNSO Council call. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]-Stephanie Perrin for Rafik Dammak (although Rafik was present and interacting the whole meeting, it was only a proxy to prevent any connectivity issues)
-Johan Helsingius Proxy for Erika Mann 
-Keith Drazek gives his proxy to Rubens Kuhl for the GNSO Council call on 20 April 2017.

1.2 - Updates to Statements of Interest:
Susan Kawaguchi changed her SOI to: consultant in domain name management services, she still represents the Business Constituency in the same role.

Item 2. Opening Remarks / Review of Projects & Action List (10 mins)
2.1 - Review focus areas and provide updates on specific key themes / topics, to include review of Projects List (https://gnso.icann.org/en/meetings/projects-list-17apr17-en.pdf) and Action Item List 

Open Action Item from ICANN58: 
· Councilors Erika Mann and Keith Drazek to circulate updated draft on proposed Council action following the letter from the Thick Whois IRT on privacy issues

Item 3. Consent Agenda 
3.1 – Confirming of Council liaison appointments
At the Council's Wrap Up Session at ICANN58 in Copenhagen in March 2017, it was noted that several Cross Community Working Groups, GNSO Working Groups and Implementation Review Teams no longer had Council liaisons, due either to a Councilor's resignation or the ending of a Councilor's term on the Council. In response to a Call for Volunteers, the following Councilors volunteered to serve as Council liaisons to the respective groups noted against their names:
· Thick WHOIS Implementation Review Team (IRT): Susan Kawaguchi (Confirmed)
· Translation & Transliteration of gTLD Registration Data IRT: Rubens Kuhl – RySG Volunteer in the call
· GNSO Rights & Obligations under the Revised ICANN Bylaws Drafting Team: Edward Morris (not confirmed yet)
· Cross Community Working Group on Internet Governance: Julf Helsingius (Confirmed)

Item 4. COUNCIL VOTE – Approval of GNSO Council Review of the GAC Communique from Copenhagen (20 minutes)
The GNSO Council has adopted the practice of providing feedback to the ICANN Board on matters pertaining to gTLD policy, where the Governmental Advisory Committee (GAC) has included advice on such matters as part of a GAC Communique issued at each ICANN Public Meeting. Following the issuance of the GAC Copenhagen Communique (https://gacweb.icann.org/download/attachments/27132037/GAC%20ICANN%2058%20Communique%20-%20Full%20-%2015mar17.pdf?version=2&modificationDate=1490215932389&api=v2), a team of Councilors and the current GNSO Liaison to the GAC agreed to prepare an initial draft of possible GNSO Council input to the Board for Council consideration. This draft was circulated to the Council mailing list on [INSERT DATE AND LINK TO DRAFT].
Here the Council will discuss the draft Council feedback, and vote on whether or not to approve it for transmission to the ICANN Board.
4.1 – Presentation of motion (Stephanie Perrin)
4.2 – Council discussion.
Stephanie and Michele will withdraw the motion so we draft again and do an email vote on this. Specially taking in account Phil comments.
4.3 – Council vote (voting threshold: simple majority) Not voted

Action items: 
· GNSO Councilors to provide final input on draft GNSO Council Review of the GAC Communique (DONE)
· Council Chairs and staff to prepare letter to the ICANN Board summarizing GNSO Council input; letter to be sent in time for the Board-GAC meeting on 27 April 2017 (DONE)

Item 5. COUNCIL VOTE – Initiation of GNSO Process for Amending Approved GNSO Policy Recommendations Relating to Certain Red Cross Movement Names 
At ICANN58 in Copenhagen in March 2017, representatives from the GNSO (including the GNSO Council chairs) and the GAC held a dialogue, facilitated by former Board member Bruce Tonkin, to discuss possible ways of reconciling inconsistent GAC advice and GNSO policy recommendations relating to National Society names of the Red Cross Movement and the two names of the international components of the Movement (http://sched.co/9xr2). Following that discussion, the ICANN Board passed a resolution requesting that the GNSO Council initiate the process outlined in Section 16 of the GNSO's Policy Development Process (PDP) Manual, which sets forth the requisite steps for amending policy recommendations that have been approved by the GNSO Council but not yet approved by the ICANN Board (https://www.icann.org/resources/board-material/prelim-report-2017-03-16-en#2.e.i). The Board's request related to the 190 Red Cross National Society names and the two international movement names and a limited defined set of their variants. Here the Council will consider whether or not to initiate the Section 16 process as requested by the Board, which will include reconvening the original PDP Working Group for consultation purposes as well as conducting a public comment period on the proposed amendments prior to a formal Council vote on the proposed amendments.

5.1 – Presentation of the motion (James Bladel) 
5.2 – Council discussion 
There was a concern that Phil Corwin was not on the call and since he is one of the key expert to take make a decision it would be wise to wait for his comment.
This motion does not deal with acronyms but there was a concern that a “finite” list might be too vague and clarification on that is needed.
The GNSO is taking this step as a one-time concession given the important work of the Red Cross and Red Crescent movement and it should not be viewed as the GNSO Council's consent to reopen PDPs whenever GNSO-developed policy is in discord with GAC advice.
5.3 – Council vote (voting threshold: simple majority) Not voted

Immediate Action Items: 
· GNSO Council Chairs and staff to circulate updated motion to the Council list for review (DONE)
· GNSO Council Chair to formally announce dates and times of electronic balloting period pursuant to GNSO Operating Procedures for Voting Outside a Meeting (DONE)
· ICANN staff to conduct electronic vote and announce voting results (IN PROCESS)

Action Items (if Vote is Successful) [as of today, Vote was successful and this motion has been approved]:
· ICANN staff to reconvene original PDP Working Group
· ICANN staff to post proposed policy amendment for public comment for 30 days commencing from the date of the first meeting of the reconvened PDP Working Group
· GNSO Council to vote on final proposal following close of public comment period and receipt of input from the reconvened PDP Working Group

Item 6: COUNCIL VOTE – GNSO Council Comments on the Proposed ICANN Budget for Financial Year (FY) 2018 
Following initial community review, a revised proposed Budget and Operating Plan for FY2018 was published for public comments on 13 March 2017 (https://www.icann.org/public-comments/fy18-budget-2017-03-08-en). At its Wrap Up Session at ICANN58 in Copenhagen, the GNSO Council agreed to form a small team of volunteers to draft comments on the revised Budget for Council consideration. At the Council's request, ICANN's Finance Team conducted a webinar on 4 April 2017 covering those aspects of the proposed Budget of interest to the GNSO community (https://gnso.icann.org/en/meetings/presentation-gnso-update-04apr17-en.pdf). A draft of the proposed Council comments was circulated to the GNSO Council on 10 April 2017. Here the Council will discuss the draft comments, and vote on whether or not to submit them as a Council comment to the public comment forum.
6.1 – Presentation of the motion (James Bladel)
6.2 – Council discussion
It was clarified that we do not oppose to the Global stakeholder engagement in any way, but we need to have better ways to measures its success and efficiency. 
6.3 – Council vote (voting threshold: simple majority) Approved
Action Items: 
· ICANN staff to submit approved comments to the public comment forum (DONE)


Item 7: COUNCIL VOTE – Approval of GNSO Nominees for the Registration Directory Services Review Team 
In January 2017, ICANN launched a Call for Volunteers for the forthcoming second Review Team (RT) to be formed to conduct a review of Registration Directory Services (formerly the WHOIS Review). Under the Bylaws, the each Supporting Organization and Advisory Committee may nominate up to 7 candidates for the RT, with its first 3 preferred candidates being guaranteed a spot on the RT. The GNSO's Standing Selection Committee (established by the GNSO Council in March 2017: https://gnso.icann.org/en/council/resolutions#20170315-2) met to discuss those volunteers who had indicated they wished to be nominated by the GNSO, and has reached full consensus on a slate of 7 nominees. The list was circulated to the Council on 10 April 2017. Here the Council will vote on whether to approve the slate of nominees proposed by the Standing Selection Committee.
7.1 – Presentation of the motion (Julf Helsingus)
7.2 – Council discussion
The GNSO Council requests staff supporting the RDS-RT and application process to send a response to those applicants who did not receive endorsement (if any) for this RDS-RT, thanking them for their interest. The response should also encourage them to follow the RDS-RT work, and participate in Public Comments and community discussions and to apply for future opportunities within the GNSO Community as they arise.  Change so it is more friendly to people to propose.
7.3 – Council vote (voting threshold: simple majority) Approved
Action Items: 
· ICANN staff to communicate the names of the GNSO-endorsed candidates to staff supporting the RDS Review Team (RDS-RT) (DONE)
· ICANN staff to inform the endorsed candidates that the GNSO Council expects that, if selected for the RDS-RT, the nominee will represent the views of the entire GNSO community in their work on the RDS-RT, and will provide regular feedback as a group on the discussions taking place as well as the positions being taken by GNSO representatives on the RDS-RT (IN PROCESS)
· ICANN staff to request that staff colleagues supporting the RDS-RT to notify the unsuccessful applicants who did not receive endorsement (if any) for this RDS-RT, thanking them for their interest (DONE)

Item 8: COUNCIL DISCUSSION – Updated Charter for the Cross Community Working Group on Internet Governance (15 minutes)
At ICANN57 in Hyderabad in November 2016, the GNSO Council approved a motion conditioning the future participation of the GNSO as a Chartering Organization of the CCWG on Internet Governance (CCWG-IG) upon a comprehensive review of the group's Charter by the CCWG-IG, in accordance with the Framework of Uniform Principles for CCWGs that had been adopted recently by the ccNSO and GNSO Councils (http://gnso.icann.org/en/drafts/uniform-framework-principles-recommendations-16sep16-en.pdf). In its resolution, the GNSO Council had noted that the CCWG-IG's future work is expected to be subject to a clear work plan, with regular updates and clear deliverables, and had requested that, by ICANN58, the CCWG-IG was to report on its findings, which report may include a revised charter or a recommendation to reconstitute the group under a new structure (https://gnso.icann.org/en/council/resolutions - 20161107-3). The CCWG-IG provided a written report on its 2016 activity and a draft revised Charter for the GNSO Council's consideration on 10th March 2017 (http://mm.icann.org/pipermail/council/2017-March/019816.html).
At its Public Meeting at ICANN58 in Copenhagen on 15 March 2017 and its joint meeting with the ccNSO Council on 13 March, the Council engaged in a discussion with the CCWG-IG co-chairs regarding the group's reports. Here the Council will discuss its potential next steps in relation to the GNSO's continued participation as a Chartering Organization of this CCWG.
Action Items: 
· Councilors to work with staff to compile a list of questions to be sent to the CCWG-IG
· Topic to be added to the May Council meeting agenda either as a further discussion item or a motion on the GNSO’s next steps on this topic 

Item 8: COUNCIL DISCUSSION – PLANNING FOR ICANN59 IN JOHANNESBURG, JUNE 2017 (15 minutes)
The next ICANN Public Meeting (ICANN59) will be a 4-day Policy Forum, to be held in Johannesburg, South Africa, from 26-29 June 2017. A draft GNSO Block Schedule has been prepared by staff [INSERT LINK] and a draft overall Block Schedule for the meeting has been circulated to members of the community-based Planning Committee [INSERT LINK]. Here the Council will discuss scheduling and other planning-related topics in preparation for ICANN59, including confirmation of face-to-face meeting sessions for the following PDP Working Groups: Next-Generation Registration Directory Services, New gTLD Subsequent Procedures, and Review of All Rights Protection Mechanisms in All gTLDs, all of whose leadership teams have submitted requests for specific sessions.

Action Items: 
· Councilors to work with staff to compile a list of questions to be sent to the CCWG-IG
Topic to be added to the May Council meeting agenda either as a further discussion item or a motion on the GNSO’s next steps on this topic

Item 9: ANY OTHER BUSINESS (5 minutes)
Action Items:
· Council chairs to work with staff to update GNSO block schedule based on overall meeting schedule updates
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