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1.  On 1 June 2016, the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA) together with the IGF Secretariat held a virtual informational meeting on the IGF Retreat[footnoteRef:1]. Mr. Wai-Min Kwok and Mr. Deniz Susar represented UNDESA. Mr. Chengetai Masango represented the IGF Secretariat and moderated the meeting together with Ms. Lynn St-Amour, chair of the MAG. The purpose of the meeting was to share up-to-date information about the proposed IGF retreat and to allow participants, mostly MAG members, on the call to ask questions and to share ideas about the proposed retreat. A WebEx recording of the meeting can be accessed here: https://intgovforum.webex.com/intgovforum/ldr.php?RCID=8df9039ad8f6d938f7a628ec63a992f5  [1:  http://www.intgovforum.org/cms/igf-retreat.
] 

 
2.  UNDESA opened the meeting by providing some context about the the rationale and objective for holding the retreat. The idea for the retreat had come out of the WSIS+10 review process and high-level meeting in December 2015. Many stakeholders had suggested during and after the WSIS+10 process that it might be useful to strategize how the IGF could best fulfill its renewed mandate for the next 10 years. UNDESA highlighted that FAQs[footnoteRef:2] on the retreat have been posted on the IGF website to help address any questions or concerns stakeholders might have. The rest of the meeting was dedicated to a Q&A session to address questions and concerns and to also gather feedback from the MAG and other stakeholders about how to shape the organization of the retreat moving forward. [2:  http://www.intgovforum.org/cms/igf-retreat-faqs
] 

3. In regards to the proposed timing and dates of the retreat (14-16 July in Glen Cove, New York), while it was understood that there was limited time for consultation and participant selection amongst the stakeholder communities, it would be useful to hold the retreat back-to-back with the scheduled IGF Open Consultations and MAG meetings at UNHQ in New York scheduled for 12-14 July. The importance of holding the retreat to begin the long-term strategic planning for the IGF before the 11th IGF in Mexico in December was also emphasized. It was also suggested that the latter half of 2016 should be dedicated to preparations for the annual IGF meeting. It was noted that it would be important for UN administrative reasons to have the retreat and gather inputs for the new project cycle.
4. It was explained that the main objectives behind the retreat are to garner the views and opinions of diverse stakeholders looking ahead at the next 10 years, such as how to increase the engagement and participation of new stakeholders to the IGF process, particularly stakeholders from developing countries, and how to show progress on working modalities and accelerated implementation of recommendations in the report of the CSTD Working Group on Improvements to the IGF. It is the UN Secretariat’s intention to gather as many good suggestions and ideas from the broader community such as what key objectives the IGF should focus on and how to maximize the impact of the IGF platform. Other issues such as the selection and composition of the MAG will also be revisited. The proposed retreat will look back on the past 10 years to review what has worked well and what could be improved, to be sure that the IGF is most useful and relevant to all stakeholders in all parts of the world. 
5. On the participant composition (approximately 35 representatives from all stakeholder groups and other relevant organizations), the concept is to bring together representatives with diverse backgrounds and experiences within the WSIS, IGF and in Internet governance generally. Relevant UN agencies, intergovernmental organizations and other international organizations who have played a key role in shaping the IGF thus far and will continue to do so in the future will also be invited to share their ideas. Some inspiration will also be taken from the Working Group on Internet Governance (WGIG) which worked in 2003-2005 to actually shape the outcomes of the Tunis Agenda which gave the IGF its original mandate. Further details on the participant nomination process, selection and composition is available on the IGF website[footnoteRef:3]. [3:  http://www.intgovforum.org/cms/igf-retreat-faqs (questions 6 and 7)] 

6. It was emphasized that a number of inputs and existing work will feed into the retreat, including, but not limited to, the recommendations of the CSTD Working Group on IGF improvements[footnoteRef:4] and the WSIS+10 outcome document[footnoteRef:5]. An open call for inputs will also be launched for all stakeholders to contribute to the retreat ahead of time, and these inputs will inform and guide the discussions of the retreat. UNDESA also noted that this retreat will be a one-time retreat and that the group that convenes for the retreat does not have special mandate or long-term role. Any outcomes, findings, suggestions or reports coming out of the retreat will be shared with the community and will be open for further comments and consultations, as the retreat will be part of the continual process on improving the IGF. The work of the retreat will also take into consideration lessons learned from previous review processes of the IGF and the MAG, and other related processes to ensure that any follow-up work is taken forward in an open and inclusive manner.  [4:  http://unctad.org/meetings/en/SessionalDocuments/a67d65_en.pdf
]  [5:  http://workspace.unpan.org/sites/Internet/Documents/UNPAN96078.pdf
] 

7. There was agreement amongst participants that while some sort of remote/online participation would be useful and important during the retreat to promote transparency and inclusiveness, it was also acknowledged that focused, small-group discussions, where brainstorming takes place before and after the whole group meets together throughout the 2 days and nights, may not lend themselves to traditional IGF online participation (Webex or other tools which allow for fully interactive and transcribed/webcasted discussions). Some good suggestions were made as to how some online participation could be offered including using social media tools, periodic reporting, daily updates or perhaps even intermittent remote participation updates that would be open to the broader public/community. UNDESA confirmed that they will continue to explore how to best provide online/remote participation to maximize transparency while also providing a format which is conducive to focused, strategic work, at times in small groups. UNDESA confirmed that daily summaries and other periodic reporting will be made available, in addition to any other mechanisms to make the discussions and proceedings of the retreat as open as possible to all stakeholders. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]8. It was emphasized that the retreat should not be seen as a ‘decision-making’ process but rather part of the continual process for developing a long-term strategic direction for the IGF, building upon existing work in this area and previous recommendations and suggestions coming from all stakeholders. The UN Secretariat welcomes suggestions and ideas for how to make the retreat as useful and impactful as possible. The agenda and modalities for the retreat will be shaped and informed by inputs and suggestions from the community on a rolling basis in the coming weeks. 



 

