PROPOSAL FOR HUMAN RIGHTS ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Motivation

A point made in the COE [1] paper which was taken further by Roy Balleste's paper [2], is that ICANN needs to be advised on human rights impact and considerations in regard to its decisions and policies. Currently, several groups, including ALAC, GAC, NCSG and SSAC occasionally make recommendations based on human rights concerns, and SOs such as the ccNSO and the GNSO do consider various human rights including privacy and freedom of expression.  But these efforts, valuable as they are, remain ad hoc point efforts and do not provide a consistent set of human rights advice to the ICANN Board and community. It is clear that this is a deficit in ICANN's policy mechanisms.

The undersigned recommend the creation of a Human Rights Advisory Committee (HRAC). While this will be initiated as a community effort, it is hoped that in time if can become a part of ICANN, governed by ICANN by-laws and processes.

Description

The Human Rights Advisory Committee would advise the ICANN community and Board on matters relating to the impact of Internet naming and addressing policies on Human Rights, its participation in the Internet environment and of ICANN operations. HRAC will engage in ongoing human right impact assessment of issues under discussion as ICANN.  

The Advisory Committee shall
    
· provide expertise to the Board in a manner similar to the SSAC on Human Rights issues related to ICANN policy and operations;
· Focus on studies and research-based advice;
· Propose suggestions for further research proposals. Once chartered by the board, these would include requests from the Board;
· In its work, the Committee's advice should be limited to Human Rights thematic issues pertaining to the mandate and operations of ICANN;
· Once chartered as part of ICANN, the HRAC would only offer full consensus advice to the ICANN board. It might also publish rough consensus bulletins that, while advisory in nature, would not have the status of ICANN advice. Until such time as it is brought into ICANN, the work of the HRAC would be that of an external advisory to the ICANN process.


Publications

The HRAC will produce Reports, Advisories, and Comments on a range of topics. Reports are longer, substantive documents, which usually take a few or several months to develop. Advisories are shorter documents produced more quickly to provide timely advice to the community. Comments are responses to reports or other documents prepared by others, i.e. ICANN staff, SOs, other ACs, or, perhaps, by other groups outside of ICANN. 

In preparing its outcomes, the HRAC will take a human rights based approach to its work

Membership

The original members of the HRAC will be formed by a participating human rights organizations. Each of the founding organizations will be asked to appoint two members to the initial HRAC for 3 year terms. The initial HRAC will function as if it were a ICANN Advisory Committee. It will elect a chair from among its members.

Once the HRAC is chartered by ICANN, additional members shall be vetted for membership and appointed by the Board. The HRAC chair will be elected by the membership in a majority vote on a yearly basis. HRAC membership appointment shall be for a three-year term, commencing on 1 January and ending the second year thereafter on 31 December. The chair and members may be re-appointed, and there are no limits to the number of terms the chair or members may serve. In addition to the HRAC proposed members to the Board, the Board may offer members for vetting to the HRAC. The HRAC chair will provide the contact point with the Board regarding appointments to the HRAC. The HRAC chair shall stagger appointment recommendations so that approximately one-third (1/3) of the membership of the HRAC is considered for appointment or re-appointment each year. The Board shall also have the power to remove HRAC appointees as recommended by or in consultation with the HRAC. (Note: The first full term under this paragraph shall commence on 1 January 2016 and end on 31 December 2016. Prior to 1 January 2016, the HRAC shall be comprised of founding members, the HRAC chair shall recommend the re-appointment of all current HRAC members to full or partial terms as appropriate to implement the provisions of this paragraph.)
                
Once chartered the HRAC shall annually appoint a non-voting liaison to the ICANN Board according to Article 4 Section 9 of the ICANN byLaws

HRAC Appointees

Appointment will be based on expertise.  This is not being set up as a ICANN cross community group but rather as an experts group that can bring new human rights expertise into ICANN.  A Qualification Review Committee will be established within the HRAC.  While no candidate is expected to have all of the following, the criteria for appointment to the HRAC include but are not limited to:
 
· Education and/or expertise in the subject of human rights.
· Knowledge of the major documents that define human rights and international responsibilities for these rights.
· Understand if the relationship between Internet rights and human rights.
· History of activity in human rights advocacy
· Understanding of ICANN policy issues and their human rights implications

Liaisons from external human rights organizations (i.e. Article 19, Human Rights Watch or Amnesty International) and groups may also participate as non-voting members.

The appointment of these representatives will allow the HRAC to be properly composed to serve its function within ICANN's policy development work as an advisory committee.

Meetings
 
The HRAC holds periodic teleconferences and meets in person at yearly IGF meetings and at ICANN meetings.


Founding Members

NCSG ?
Article19
EFF Australia ?
COE ?
APC?


Endorsements

tbd
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