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I-Inform Inaugural Meeting, The Hague, Netherlands, 7-8th of May
IICD Offices, Raamweg 5, 2596 HL The Hague, the Netherlands
Introduction: 
Internet Governance (IG), has been likened to a country where 0.1% are in charge of 99.9% of the population. 99.9% of Information Technologies (IT) users are uninformed consumers. In the case of IG, the vast majority of IT users are completely ignorant even of its existence. The legitimacy and effectiveness of IG is in direct proportion to the ability to create general awareness and engagement of IT users. ITs have become a global public good tool; they have become a “common”, an instrument for human existence and development of highest importance and value. IG has to become a topic of common debate and interest for everybody like peace, the environment and climate change are today. 
Many organizations, conscious of the importance of IG, have taken on the challenge of raising awareness and engaging the general public in IG, but no initiative has yet the desired and necessary impact. What’s necessary is the ability to engage with vast numbers of IT users globally and to convey the message of the critical significance of IG for all. 
I-Inform is an alliance for collaborative large scale IG awareness building and engagement with IT users everywhere.
Vision: To inform and educate the global general public about all aspects of IG in order to enable engagement, participation and informed decision making.
Mission: To unite all Internet Governance Stakeholders in a collaborative alliance that enables them to upscale, create and implement large scale IG awareness building and engagement initiatives for IT users everywhere.
Participants:  All stakeholders from all sectors in Internet Governance, in particular IG in the context of ICT4D.

Participants conformed so far: Participation has been confirmed so far from representatives of ICANN, ISOC, GKPF, IICD, PIR.org, Fundacion ChasquiNet and others.

Expected outcomes: The aim of the meeting is very outcome orientated .After some getting to know each other and exchange on the topics related to Internet Governance and outreach to the general public, the main aim of the meeting is to develop joint lines of actions. 

Program elements:
 
1. Definition of IG: 
Everybody has another definition of what IG is. It seems to be the case that everybody defines IG from his particular point of view and angle according to the sector and to the role IG plays in a particular organization. It is important to hear and understand the particular IG needs and expectations of the IG stakeholders in order to progress.

Expected outcome: Better understanding between IG stakeholders and building trust. A clear definition what IG is and what it is not!


 
2. Programs and activities: Who does what?
Now that it becomes clear what the needs and motivations of the players, actors, stakeholders, observers around the table are. We should have a look at the ongoing and planned IG activities. After a: “That is what we are doing/going to do round”. There will be a second round about: “These are the capacities we can offer and these are the capacities we are looking for/need!”
 
Expected outcomes: Comprehensive picture on ongoing and planned IG outreach activities throughout the stakeholders, and the sectors they represent, with explicit action plan by category, (actor, stakeholder, observer).. IG crosses sector capacities and needs.
 
3. Dreamtime!
This short session is about establishing the expectations, ambitions and aspirations of the organizations. What would be the “ideal world” scenario for their IG activities? 
 
Expected outcomes: First indications of possible areas of co-operation.
 
4. Implementation: 
Strengthening and up scaling of existing activities, initiating new joint activities.  This session aims to be as practical and outcome orientated as possible.

I-Inform has a session at the upcoming WISISFORUM 2013 and the meeting should prepare necessary content and debate materials for this event.

There is also an opportunity for a global I-Inform outreach event in partnership with GKPF and Extensia Ltd. The meeting will discuss this event and eventual implementation

Expected outcomes: Clear plan for joint outreach activities where desired and appropriate. 
 
5. Further I-Inform steps and activities:
Evaluation of the I-Inform activities so far and the meeting. What needs to be put into place to allow I-Inform to develop and further its brokerage role and function.
 
Expected outcomes: I-Inform plan of action

Meeting times:

7th of May: 10.00 am – 16.00 pm
8th of May: 10.00am – 14.00 pm

Recommended Accommodation:

Hampshire Hotels-Babylon, Den Haag
1 Minute from The Hague Central Station, 10 Minutes walk from meeting place at IICD offices.
http://www.hampshire-hotels.com/hampshire-hotel-babylon-den-haag

If you require assistance with logistics please do not hesitate to ask.
 
Interested?

If you and/or your organization is interested in participating in the event or you have further questions, please contact Klaus Stoll: klaus.stoll@gkpfoundation.org and Rudi Vansnick: rudi.vansnick@isoc.be

Hope to see you in The Hague!
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